History of LTER-Italy implementation:

a short explanation of how LTER-Italy was born
Since 1995, the idea of an Italian network of long term ecological research sites (LTER-Italy), suggested by ILTER (International Long Term Ecological Research Network) and accomplishing its goals, arose: it actually took place during the 7th Congress of the Italian Society of Ecology in Naples in 1996.
At the end of the 90s, a core group of scientists interested in the initiative set up and this was the real start of the Network implementation. Through communication issues, selection criteria and activities, several other researchers and scientists coming from public Agencies, Universities and research Institutes were involved in order to spread information about the initiative and search for suitable research sites to be included in the Network. Favourable conditions for the start up of the Network were available thanks to the international Project ALTER-Net (A Long –Term Biodiversity, Ecosystem and Awaraness Research Network; www.alter-net.info); the National Forest Service – Conecofor Office (Corpo Forestale dello Stato – Ufficio Conecofor), the italian partner of the project, was involved in the LTER –Italy Network start up since the very beginning as well.

In November 2004, National Forest Service organized a Conference in Rome, inviting researchers interested and just involved in the implementation of the network. During this lecture, terrestrial, freshwater and marine sites, where long term ecological researches are going on, were presented whom inclusion in the network would have been appropriate.

During the Conference, a Network Agreement was officially signed among participants setting the goal of implementing the Italian Network: Institute for Agro-environmental and Forest Biology, Institute for the Study of Ecosystems, Institute for Marine Science (all dependent on National Research Council), National Forest Service, the Italian Society of Ecology and Marine Biology Laboratory subscribed the Agreement. 

The Agreement established the rules for the Network kick-off and setting of first sites, where long term ecological research activities are going on. Moreover, the Agreement set the managing structure of the Network, mainly based on a Steering Committee composed of six members, one for each of the six signature parties.

The Steering Committee was expected to guide the development of the Network until 2006, working as a contact entity for all sites managers, giving them support in the starting phases of the Network implementation and establishing scientific relationships with the International LTER Network. The Network Agreement also established a Scientific Committee to be elected later, after the selection of a first core set of sites, to follow scientific issues arising from the sites and a periodic auditing of scientific activities within sites. 

During 2005, through several internal meetings, the Steering Committee started to analyse the proposed sites and the ongoing research activities within them. Five independent referees were involved for the selection of suitable sites too: Alessandro Pignatti (plant ecology, University of Rome - Italy), Robert Christian (freshwater and marine biology, East Carolina University-US), Ireneo Ferrari (freshwater ecology, University of Parma – Italy), Terry Parr (ecology, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology-UK), Fernando Valladares (plant ecology, Spanish Council for Scientific Research-Spain).

In February 2006 a rank list of appropriate sites for LTER-Italy was produced.

In March 2006 a general Assembly was held in Rome in National Forest Service central Headquarter: all members of Steering Committee, managers of sites and proposed candidates for the 

Scientific Committee were invited. During the Assembly the selected core set of sites was presented, inputs and ideas were collected from participants and goals and objectives were set for the following months: the Steering Committee was officially enriched with three new members and changed its name as Executive Committee; 7 members of the Scientific Committee were elected; a submission request of LTER-Italy to ILTER to be prepared and sent by end of summer 2006 was agreed on. The Executive Committee and the Scientific Committee first met in Rome in June 2006, in order to integrate knowledge on the Network structure, discuss the proposal for admission in ILTER, organize a possible review of not jet admitted sites.


During ILTER Coordinating Committee meeting held in Gobabeb (Namibia), in August 2006, LTER-Italy proposal was officially submitted and approved for inclusion in the international Network.
At the moment, LTER-Italy consists of an integrated group of 17 sites developing long term ecological research, a Secretary’s Office, a group of sites managers and a Coordinating Committee.

